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Raphael Soyer  Studio Life

March 25 - May 28, 2010

Rarely seen paintings and works on paper from the 1920s and 30s 
from the personal collection of Renee and Chaim Gross

March 8, 2010, New York-- The Renee and Chaim Gross Foundation is 
pleased to announce Raphael Soyer: Studio Life, the second exhibition at the 
Renee and Chaim Gross Center for the Arts, established in December 2009. 
The exhibition features a dozen early paintings by American painter 
Raphael Soyer (1899-1987), who gained critical acclaim for his figurative 
paintings in the interwar period, particularly through his frequent 
showings, starting in 1927, at the Whitney Studio Club and Museum 
annuals.

The exhibition, organized by the Foundation’s archivist Zak Vreeland, showcases paintings of charismatic 
male and female models as well as artists, depicted with Soyer’s enduring humanism and empathy. His 
subjects include Greenwich Village regular Gitel Poznanski (1914-71), who went on to receive a PhD in 
Anthropology at Columbia University; Susan Leonard (c. 1885-1966), a well-known model at the Art 
Student’s League also painted by Robert Henri; and sculptor Chaim Gross (1904-91) as a young emerging 
artist. The installation also includes a dozen related works on paper by Soyer, as well as select paintings 
by Soyer’s twin brother Moses (1899-1974) , Saul Berman (1899-1975), Nicolai Cikovsky (1894-1987), and 
sculptures by Gross.

The Renee and Chaim Gross Center for the Arts is supported by the Renee and Chaim Gross Foundation, 
whose mission is to further the understanding of the life and work of major American sculptor Chaim 
Gross and his contemporaries. The Center also seeks to advance the study of modern American art and to 
contribute to the artistic and intellectual life of downtown Manhattan. The Center and Foundation offices 
are located in the artist’s historic West Village townhouse and longtime studio at 526 LaGuardia Place, 
adjacent to the NYU campus.

Exhibition opening and viewing of Chaim GrossÕs sculpture studio on Thursday, March 25, 2010, 6-8 pm. The 
exhibition will be on view until May 28, 2010 on Thursdays and Fridays from 1-5 pm or by appointment. Please 
contact Susan Fisher (sÞsher@rcgrossfoundation.org) for more information or visit our website at 
www.rcgrossfoundation.org.

Image: Raphael Soyer, Susan, 1929. Oil on canvas, 24 x 20 inches. The Renee and Chaim Gross Foundation, New York
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